PLANNING BOARD MEETING
JUNE 4, 2019 @ 7:00 P.M.

PLANNING BOARD MEETING ROOM
MINOT TOWN OFFICE

Planning Board Members Present: Candace Gilpatric, James Brown, John
Geismar, Larry Slattery

Also Present: Selectpersons Daniel Callahan and Lisa Cesare

Start Time: 7:06 p.m.
End Time: 7:30 p.m.

1. Call to Order — Call to order by Chair Gilpatric at 7:06 p.m.
2. Approve May 7, 2019 Planning Board Meeting Minutes

John Geismar motioned to accept the May 7, 2019 Planning Board
meeting minutes as written. James Brown seconded the motion. Candace
Gilpatric — Any further discussion? PB Members? - No. All in favor of
accepting the May 7, 2019 minutes as written: Yes — 3; No — 0; Abstain —
1 (Larry Slattery not present for May meeting).

. Old Business — Further Discussion of Blue Sky Towers Il, LLC -
Removal Bond Approval/Conditions of Agreement (RECAP: E-mail
from Earl Duval on 03/05/2019, representing Blue Sky Towers II, LLC,
stated that Blue Sky agreed to calculate the cost into the future (30 years
forward at 2% cost increase per year with the removal bond renewed and
paid annually). The Planning Board was under the impression that the
bond would be paid up front. Discussion by the Board to see if Blue Sky
Towers Il, LLC would be willing to prepay for five (5) years and come
back every five (5) years (if they are still operating at the tower) to prepay
for another five (5) years. At the April 2019 PB meeting, James Brown
had motioned that the Planning Board go on record as suggesting a 5-
year renewable removal bond rather than a full 30-year bond as an
option, to be revisited every five (5) years and renewable after each 5-
year increment. Mike Hemond seconded the motion. The Board had
requested that Ms. Loring reach out to Mr. Duval to see if Earl Duval,
counsel for Blue Sky Towers I1, LLC, would accept this proposal. Ms.
Loring and Mr. Duval communicated via email; however, before
discussing the issue a final time with Ms. Loring, Mr. Duval had the tower



removal bond drawn up and a signed and sealed copy was sent to the
Town without the 5-year agreement requested by the Planning Board. The
Planning Board Secretary, Norma Dulac, stated that Ms. Loring had
spoken with Mr. Duval who stated that Blue Sky Towers, I, Inc. was
willing to send reports every 5 years and that the Town would get a notice
when the payment was paid. It was decided by the Planning Board at the
May 2019 meeting that John Geismar would write up a memo for
Candace Gilpatric to share with Town Administrator, Danielle Loring,
who would then discuss it with Blue Sky Towers |1, LLC. Ms. Loring has
also been in touch with the Town of Minot counsel, attorney James Pross.
She e-mailed a timeline of events to Mr. Pross and is waiting for a final
response on how he feels the Town should proceed legally. Ms. Loring
also e-mailed Earl Duval, counsel for Blue Sky Towers I, LLC, to ask
which agreement he was referring to in the removal bond agreement
signed on April 26, 2019. At this time, Ms. Loring is waiting for a
response from Mr. Duval.) Discussion by Planning Board of which
agreement is referred to in the removal bond. Candace Gilpatric — Feels
that the Planning Board needs to stand firm on asking Blue Sky Towers I,
LLC to show the Town that the removal bond will be paid up front for 30
years. Candace Gilpatric — The surety bond would cover the cost of
tearing down the tower, if necessary. John Geismar — Is there something
in our approval of the permit request that includes the requirement of a
bond? The Planning Board Secretary shared the Findings and Conclusions
report dated October 2, 2018, which listed the conditions of approval set
forth by the Planning Board. Candace Gilpatric — Read from the Findings
and Conclusions: “...A chance to review and approve the form of a
removal bond prior to commencement of tower erection...” Candace
Gilpatric — Board: Any further discussion regarding Blue Sky Towers 11?
PB: No.

Old Business — Discussion of timeline regarding the November 5, 2019
vote on changing the minimum lot size in the Rural District from 5
acres down to 2.5 acres — Handout given to PB members (see attached
sheet) — Candace Gilpatric — Did we ever hear back from Shelley Norton
regarding the language and whether we can list the two (2) questions on
the same ballot, or can they be lumped into one (1) question? Planning
Board Secretary thought she remembered that Shelley had said it could be
one question that stated if the Comprehensive Plan passed, then the Land
Use Code ordinance would be accepted as well. Lisa Cesare — Danielle
Loring had commented at the June 3, 2019 Selectmen’s meeting that the
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Comprehensive Plan amendment has to be first and if that passes, then
you can move on with the other change. It would be two questions but
they could be asked at the same time. (Regarding the questions to be
voted on, upon further investigation, the Planning Board secretary
located an email from Shelley Norton dated April 18, 2019 that stated,
“It can be done at the same meeting, but should be done in two (2)
different articles. Put the C-Plan update article immediately before
the Land Use Code update article. The Land Use Code article can
have language something like this: Adoption of this article is
dependent on the adoption of the Comprehensive Plan article >
(If the Comprehensive Plan change does not pass, then this would be
tabled.)

Old Business — Voluntary Municipal Farm Support Program
(VMFSP) — Chair Gilpatric came before the Selectmen on June 3 for
further discussion regarding the Voluntary Municipal Farm Support
Program. Ms. Gilpatric developed a brochure (see attached form) after
speaking with Stephanie from the Maine Department of Agriculture who
spoke with the Selectmen in October 2018 and input from Danielle
Loring. The Select Board liked the brochure, and the brochure is going to
be sent out to anyone who is already signed up for the Farmland program.
It will also be available on the Town of Minot website and Facebook.
People can weigh in on whether they would be interested in the VMFSP,
if they are interested in it because they have land that falls under this, and
whether they are interested in being on the committee. If a committee is
formed, Brittany Hemond and Lisa Cesare would be representing the
Selectpersons on the committee. Lisa Cesare — The Selectmen talked
about the mix of people that they would like on the committee as they
would like input from different groups of volunteers on the committee for
a balanced representation. Candace Gilpatric — Danielle Loring will speak
with Minot’s tax assessor, Denis Berube, to get a better feel on tax issues
regarding the program. Candace Gilpatric — Does the Planning Board
want to have a representative, other than Chair Gilpatric, on the
committee? Daniel Callahan — Any idea how many volunteers will
comprise the committee? Candace Gilpatric/Lisa Cesare — No idea.
Usually approximately 8-10, but no set number at this time.

. Code Enforcement Officer Report — Summary of CEO business for the
past month.



5. Discussion of Broadband Expansion — Lisa Cesare — The Select Board
signed an agreement, at the June 3, 2019 Select Board meeting, with an
independent contractor/consultant to do a feasibility study for the entire
Town of Minot and give the Select Board feedback. The hope is that the
report will give the Town leverage to work with any provider to start
increasing services to Minot residents. It is going to cost a bit, but the
funds will come from a franchise fee that is sent to the Town each year
(i.e., if you are a Spectrum customer in Minot, a franchise fee is charged,
which is then sent to the Town). The fees have been in an undesignated
fund for years, so a motion was made at the Selectpersons’ meeting to
allow those franchise fees to go toward the consultant. It will be at quite a
while before services would be upgraded, but there are certain areas in
Town that have little or no coverage that the Select Board is hopeful could
be helped sooner. John Geismar - Do these companies contract by Town?
Lisa Cesare — Unsure. Minot has a few service providers (Spectrum, First
Light), but they do not cover the entire town. John Geismar — Who do
they have to get permission from in order to be a provider in town? Lisa
Cesare — Unknown at this time. That is the reasoning behind doing the
feasibility study. There is a smaller company, GWI, which is working
with smaller towns. They want to be competitive with existing providers
in towns. They apply for grants and loans to do this.

6. Adjournment — James Brown - Motion to adjourn the June 4, 2019
Planning Board meeting. John Geismar seconded the motion. Meeting
adjourned at 7:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Norma Dulac — Planning Board Assistant



